Ultrastructure of an anaplastic giant cell tumor of the thyroid.
A case of anaplastic, multinucleated giant cell tumor of the thyroid was studied by light and electron microscopy. The coexistence of anaplastic sarcomatous tumor and well differentiated follicular carcinoma, and the presence of desmosomes among the mononuclear cells suggested that this tumor originates in thyroid follicular cells. The multinucleated giant cells, which characterize this thyroid tumor, appeared to be formed by fusion of follicular carcinoma cells and mononuclear epithelial cells, and not by nuclear division without cytoplasmic division.